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August 28, 2016   Sermon Series 2 OT: I believe in God the Father Almighty 

 

Genesis 17:1-8 - Abraham was adopted by God Almighty to be a father 

E: Revelation 4:6b-11 - Heaven praises God Almighty 

G: John 5:17-23 - The Father works through the Son 

 

I believe in God the Father.  There are some sad stories in the Scriptures when it comes to fathers.  Isaac 

had to send Jacob away because of the blessing he had given him, never to be seen again.  Jacob wept and 

wept at the news that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal.  David’s handsome son Absalom rebelled 

against him and was then killed while hanging in a tree by his hair.  David cried out, “Oh, Absalom, my 

son!”  We can’t help but think of the father in the parable of the Prodigal Son who welcomes his son back 

after his son rebelliously decides to leave.  In spite of the sadness, we see strong and tender fathers who 

genuinely cared for their children and wanted to provide for them.   

 

Television fathers are the complete opposite.  I think of Peter Griffin of the Family Guy, whom Wikipedia 

describes as, “the patriarch of the Griffin household, an Irish-American blue-collar worker. He is a lazy, 

immature, obese, laid-back, dim-witted, outspoken, eccentric alcoholic.”  Whereas there is humor in these 

shows, I can’t help but think if there isn’t an underhanded agenda in all of this.  Satan could be using these 

shows to undermine the whole concept of “father” in our minds. 

 

When we call God Father, what does He want us to think of?  In Psalm 89 he speaks of providing and 

protecting David his servant.  He writes,  

 

         20      I have found David my servant; with my sacred oil I have anointed him.  

         21      My hand will sustain him; surely my arm will strengthen him.  

         24      My faithful love will be with him, and through my name his horn will be exalted.  

         25      I will set his hand over the sea, his right hand over the rivers.  

         26      He will call out to me, ‘You are my Father,  my God, the Rock my Savior.’  

 

We also might think of Psalm 103:13 which says,  “As a father has compassion on his children, so the 

LORD has compassion on those who fear him.”  The father takes on the compassionate role.  These are 

wonderful passages that describe how God wants us to look at him as our Father - as a gracious and 

compassionate God who takes care of us. 

 

We also see a God who was willing to powerfully protect His people.  Think of the plagues that He sent on 

Egypt in order to set the Israelites free.  Think of the Flood!  He was also willing to discipline His children 

when they got out of line.  The Assyrian and Babylonian captivities were terrible judgments on the 

Israelites as they turned to other gods and refused to repent.   When the Ark of the Covenant was captured 

and the temple was destroyed it would have been hard to see the love and compassion of God in all of that.  

Yet always hidden behind His judgments He is always calling His people to come back to Him in 

repentance and faith.  He also made sure to keep a small remnant of Israelites alive so that the Savior could 

be born.   
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So we say, “I believe in God the Father Almighty.”  He is not a weak father, nor is He timid.  He refers to 

Himself as a “jealous” God - not in that He is jealous of what we have or who we are, but in that He is 

seriously intense about keeping us as His own children.  Imagine, for instance, that some sleazy young man 

was trying to seduce your daughter and you could tell he didn’t have the best intentions.  As her parent you 

would probably do all you could to deter him and her from getting together.  Now, if she was a little older 

you maybe couldn’t force her from seeing him, but you would make it be known you weren’t happy with it.   

 

When God calls Himself “God Almighty,” He often times does it when He is talking about doing 

something powerfully gracious for His people.  He isn’t like a bodybuilder who likes to show off His 

muscles just to intimidate and harass people.  The first time I could find this exact term was in our Old 

Testament lesson for today.  He appeared before Abraham and said,  

 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God 

Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. 2 I will confirm my covenant between me and you 

and will greatly increase your numbers.”  

 

Notice how the LORD established who He IS - I am God Almighty.  Abraham was the servant.  He told 

Abraham to “walk before me and be blameless.”  He established authority over Abraham and also 

reminded Abraham that his life was to be walked before the LORD.   He was not to live to please himself 

or only think about himself.  He was to be blameless - which means “complete” and “whole.”  Notice then 

what God promised Abraham again - God Almighty would greatly increase Abraham’s numbers.  He 

would give Abraham a child!  God would use His Fatherly powers to make Abraham a father of many 

nations.  Kings would come from Abraham’s line.  God would be the God of Abraham’s descendants for 

generations to come.  One of those children down the line would end up being the Messiah!   

 

God’s might was used to do mighty things for Abraham; mightily good things!  When Abraham was 

approached by God the Bible says that he fell facedown.  Abraham knew He was in the presence of God, 

and he felt in no way worthy to stand before this God and speak with God as I am speaking to you.  He had 

a holy reverence for God because of His power.   Even the holy angels cover their faces out of reverence 

for the holy God in the book of Revelation.  In our own weak ways we still try to keep you aware of this 

power of God when you come to worship and confess your sins to Him and plead for His mercy, or when 

you kneel for communion, or when you sing of His majesty, or when you bow your heads for prayer.  

Although God is merciful and kind, even our friend, we still want to maintain a reverence for His majesty.  

He is God the Father Almighty.   

 

It was this holy and powerful God that fulfilled His promise to Abraham by personally coming to our earth 

in the flesh of Jesus Christ.  Is it any surprise that Jesus did powerful things then too?  He walked on water, 

chased out demons, healed the sick, and raised the dead.  As He did all these things, He was always telling 

the people to repent of their sins and believe in Him as their Savior.   

 

Even as Jesus did all that He did, notice how He always directed the people back to the Father.  Jesus, as 

the second Person of the Trinity, made it clear that He was working in conjunction with the Father.   He 
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actually said that by looking at Him they were looking at the Father, for He and the Father were One.  

Jesus, working with all of His might, was using His power to save people and to call people to repentance 

and faith in Him.  He wanted His disciples to see the Father through Him.   Even in Jesus’ death, He 

pointed us to the Father as He committed His spirit to His Father, trusting that His Father would accept His 

sacrifice for the sins of the world.  Yes, even in the death of God’s one and only Son,  God wants us to see 

a kind and heavenly Father who was willing to even sacrifice His Son on our behalf.  The God of love was 

willing to perform an act of hate on His Son by damning Him for our sins, and the Son lovingly agreed!   

 

If you look at all that is happening in our society, I see that it is leading to a greater ignorance to the Power 

of God.  Our children spend time in front of a screen killing people instead of spending time in nature and 

enjoying His labors.  Evolutionists work overtime to deny God, and in the process deny any accountability 

to Him.  Entertainment has a way of focusing our children and ourselves on all kinds of fun things to do, 

without focusing on the more serious and eternal things of sin and grace.  All of these things work to ignore 

God the Father Almighty.   In only we would see His might!   

 

You would think it would be easy to believe in God, especially when you see His power!  The ironic thing 

is that when God showed His might you often witness the opposite in the Scriptures.  Think of how God 

rescued the Israelites by putting a cloud of fire between the army and His people.  Think of how God tore 

the Red Sea in two and providing a way of escape!  Wouldn’t you think that Pharaoh would have retreated 

before such a God of power!  But what does Pharaoh do?  He charges into the Red Sea to try and capture 

and kill God’s people!   

 

Think of Jesus when He healed the demon possessed man.  Hundreds of demons left the man and went into 

the pigs who then drowned in the sea.  You would think these people would bow before Him and call Him 

Lord!  But instead they asked Him to leave!   

 

Think of when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.  Instead of confessing their sins and seeing Jesus as the 

Messiah they thought of ways to kill Jesus and Lazarus!  Instead of bowing to Jesus’ power they dug in 

their heels in a blind determination to kill God!  Why?  Because they didn’t like Jesus’ claim of authority 

over their lives.  He didn’t like His call to repent.  He threatened their way of life and their whole system of 

authority.  He came to put it to death.   

 

Think even of when Jesus was dying and darkness came over the earth.  Everyone could tell this wasn’t 

natural.  But nobody dared to try to save Jesus at that point.  Even in the face of the anger of God, they 

didn’t think of going back on their judgment.   

 

There is a pride inside, or perhaps a wildness like the prodigal son, that doesn’t want to have a father figure 

watching out over us.  We feel it too constricting.  We don’t like having to answer to anyone.  Our culture 

has an obvious problem with authority.  You can see it in the difficulties that teachers have controlling their 

students.  You can see it from the attacks on police officers that have been happening.  You witness it in 

yourself whenever you have a job review; you don’t like it.  Most of us would rather be self employed until 

we then realized all of the extra work and responsibility that comes with that as well.   Sometimes I am met 
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with anger or suspicion when I say I would like to come and visit with some of our members.  “Why?”, 

they ask.  “Did I do something wrong?”  It is one thing to say, “I belong to church.”  It is another to say, “I 

need a pastor to feed me and take care of me.”   Even when you are weak it is hard to be told when to get 

up and when to eat.  We don’t like people telling us what to do, especially our children. 

 

This lack of respect, this desire for independence, rebellion against authority, it shows a lack of faith or a 

weak faith at best.  It reflects a desire that goes all the way back to the Fall, in Satan’s lie to be like God.  

The threat of such rebellion was death.  Death is meant to make us realize that there are wages to sin.  

There is only one God.   

 

Maybe also it is hard to believe that God really is Almighty in some senses.  We don’t like the way God 

rules the world.  He is seemingly too hands off.  He lets too much stuff pass.  He doesn’t squash evil as He 

could or we think He should.  When He does bring in judgments it always seems to be on the wrong people 

or at the wrong time.  But there we do it again, we think we know better than God.  We think God should 

make life more pleasant, even though He gives us many pleasant things.  So we constantly question God in 

our prayers.  We tend to ignore Him in our lives.  We would rather live as if He didn’t really exist, or we 

only try to believe in His power and call on His power when we are really desperate.  When we do, we 

usually end up disappointed when He doesn’t use it like He could or we think He should. 

 

But what if God allowed these sinful things to happen in order that we would realize how weak we are and 

how we need a powerful God?  What if He allowed sin to happen in order to give people time in order to 

see their sin and heed the call to repentance?  The strange thing that God does is that He doesn’t bring us to 

faith through His power, but through His weakness.  It isn’t the resurrection that paid for our sins, it was the 

death of God.  When the powerful God goes through the weakest death, the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to a 

different power, the power of love in the death of Christ.   

 

Some of you may have never had a loving father.  You may have had no inkling of what a father was meant 

to be.  Open up your Bible and see how God shows Himself to be your Father.  When we say, “I believe in 

God the Father Almighty,” remember how God showed His power.  His power was associated with His 

enabling Abraham and Sarah to have a son.  His power was in keeping His promise to send a Savior 

through the Israelites, even when the Israelites were rebellious children.  God’s might was shown in His 

willingness to sacrifice Himself and enabling us to be saved by FAITH in Jesus Christ, even though we 

deserve nothing but death and hell.  His power was then proven by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  

 

Don’t measure the Father’s power only by how much stuff He gives you.  Don’t be blinded by 

entertainment and don’t fall for the lies of evolution.  Measure God’s power by His grace and mercy in 

Jesus Christ.  You can’t believe in the Father without the Son.  You won’t know His power unless you see 

it in the death and resurrection of His Son.  There are powerful things that are happening in our world that 

we will never even see or know.  But when the end comes and Jesus calls you home, then all of your 

questions will probably end with an, “Oh.”  Amen.   


